
 
 

Cardboard Box City—2014 
A unique fundraiser to raise awareness of homeless 

families  
in our communities and lend a hand up 

 
 

Wheatland RV Lot  6:00 pm (Friday) October 10– 
Moscow-Pullman Highway 7:00 am (Saturday) October 11 

 
What IS a Cardboard Box City?  Cardboard boxes are homes for some in our area. 
An event to raise awareness of homelessness in our community and to raise funds for Family 
Promise of the Palouse, a non-profit organization that helps 
homeless children and their families to access housing and stabilize 
their lives. “Resident-participants” pay “rent by raising funds 
leading up to the event.  Residents sleep overnight in Cardboard 
Box City (including dinner, evening entertainment, and breakfast) 
from 6:00 pm (10/10) to 7:00 am (10/11).  Participants get pledges 
from their friends, families, and co-workers ahead of time—much 
like a walk-a-thon—or stage fundraisers.  This is a fundraiser and 
prizes will be awarded to top fundraisers, both groups and 
individuals.   
 
How much do I need to raise? 
We appreciate every donation that we receive.  We suggest a minimum of $50 in pledges and 
contributions from each individual participant.  Top fundraisers win prizes! The top fundraiser 
becomes “Mayor of Box City” and wins a major prize.  The most creative dwellings win prizes, 
too.  

 
Do I have to bring my own cardboard box to the event?  
Plain Jane or Crazy Wild? 
Yes, you do need to bring it!  (And, just like 
backpacking, you have to pack it out, too.)  How much 
fun can you have?  Box decorations will be judged.  Your 
group might win a prize!  If you are a business sponsor, 
ADVERTISE heavily on your box! 
 
 
What should I bring that night? 

Think about the decisions a homeless person must make and please limit yourself to the 
following:  your (or your group’s) cardboard box, a sleeping bag and pad, pillow, tarp, and 
warm clothes.  You may bring medications, cell phones, and essential toiletries, but please do 
not bring outside food, or other non-essential items.  The following are NOT allowed:  alcoholic 
beverages, illegal drugs, beverages in glass bottles, weapons of any kind, and personal 
electronic devices, like MP3 players or video games. 



 
What if it rains? 
Just as the homeless do, we will all cope with the weather.  Unless there is a safety risk to 
participants, the event will continue. 
 
Is it safe for me to send my children? 
Absolutely!  We will require one adult chaperone 
for every five youth participants (under age 18).  
And we will have volunteers serve as security staff 
at all hours of the event. 
 
Is this a youth event only? 
No way!  A group of retired women, surviving in 
style in a smashingly decorated box, might be next-
door neighbors to some highly creative cub scouts! 
 
I’d like to donate to this event, but do I have to 
sleep overnight at Cardboard City? 
No!  Although sleeping in a cardboard box provides a valuable lesson about the realities of 
homelessness, you might not be able to.  Participate instead as a “virtual resident”—raise 
funds/sleep in your own bed.  Virtual residents are welcome to attend the evening program, 
which will include food, speakers, and entertainment (between 6 and 10:00 pm).  Businesses are 
highly encouraged to participate, advertise like mad, but spending the night is not mandatory.   
 
How do I raise the money? 
There are several ways.  (1) Donate funds!  (2) Collect pledges (forms and instructions are 
available online at familypromisepalouse.org).  (3) Organize a fundraiser—a bake sale, 
carwash—anything your group can creatively and safely drum up to make this important 
contribution. 
 

 
 


